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The harp and the viol, the tabret and 
pipe, and wine are in their feaſts ; 
but they regard not the work of the 
Lord, nor the operation of his bands. 


AQUy HE SE words are a deſcription 
of the generality of the Few:/b 
nation, and contain an heav 

charge exhibited againſt them, 
A people they were, to whom 
God had in a moſt ſignal and 


22 Zble manner too diſplayed himſelf, making bare 


his arm in wonders both of judgment and mercy 
in ſuck a manner, that they could not aſcribe the 
events to any her cauſe; but both they and 


their enemies were conſtrained. to acknowled 


that they were the immediate works of his fn 
ger, and the operation of his hand. But alas! 
how inconſiſtent herewith is the character here 


given of them! viz. that they regarded not the 


work of the Lord, nor conſidered the operation of 
bis band, How was it poſſible! how could 
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4 The Sin and Shame of . 


they avoid it! when they were ſo immediately 
under the government of God, when it was as 
manifeſt that it was he, even that it was he, that 
did what their eyes beheld, as that it was done. 


How could they help regarding his hand, when 


it was as evident as it could have been, had he 
aſſumed a w//ble form! This may appear 
ſtrange, if not unaccountable, at firſt fight : 
but not when we conſider the character or de- 
{cription of this people ſubjoined to the charge 


brought againſt them: And that was, that 


they were given up to ſenſual and ſenſitive 
pleaſures: they followed the harp and the viol, 
the tabret, the pipe, and the wine: they dwelt 
in the houſe of mirth and madneſs; their minds 


were ſo ſet upon, and ſwallowed up with their 
diverſions and the gratification of their ſenſes, 
that they had no reaſon nor thought, no heart 
nor inclination, left for any thing above them, 


however alarming or engaging, however obvious 
or important, or how much ſoever their own 
intereſt and ſafety was concerned in it. 

Tuosk who ſee, as every one that hath eyes 
may, what work a love and life of pleaſure 
makes a? this day; how low it ſinks the mind, 


how near to the brute it brings the taſte ; how 
blind and inſfenfible it renders its votaries to the 


moſt plain and concerning things, and how 
great an averfion it introduces to every thing de- 


ſerving the name of 7hought and reflect ion ay, 


whoever obſerves what is almoſt every where gla- 
ring amongſt ourſelves, will ceaſe to wonder at 


the * in the Text againſt the Jeu, 
that 


1 


di iſregarding alarming Providences. 5 


that they regarded not the works of the divine 
hand, but as the Prophet expreſſes it, dwelt care- 
lefly, or laid nothing to heart, whilſt they were 
given to pleaſure *. But though it be not thought 
ſtrange it muſt be accounted monſlrous and ſcan- 
' daloufly criminal by every one who confiders, 
and to merit the ſolemn woe denounced in the 
preceding verſe againſt it. And wherever the 
mind is thus abandoned to and intoxicated by 
pleaſure, it will be accompanied with a con- 
| temptuous diſregard of all that is truly great and 
good, however ſolemn and concerning it be. 

Tu Ar I may render theſe words uſeful to 
_ ourſelves, which are too * a * I of 
us, I would 


1 REPRESENT to you what theſe works 
of the Lord, and the operations of his hand are 
to which the text refers. 
II. Wu EREIN the crime and guilt of the 
charge reſpecting theſe works conſiſt, which is 
expreſſed byes. not regarding nor cons * 


them. 


III. I wovip offer ſome particulars for the 
juſtifying that brand and woe, which ſuch a 
| behaviour lies under, | 


I. Lx us attend a little to thoſe works of 
the Lord, and thoſe operations of his band 
which the text ſpeaks of. As he is the creator of 
the univerſe every thing that exiſts may be ſo 
termed, When we lift our eyes to the glorious 

| INS 

* Ifaiah xlvii. 8, 


r 
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6 The Sin and Shame of 
lights of Heaven, and aſk ourſelves that moft 

natural queſtion, who hath created all theſe 
things? whoſe workmanſhip are they ? Scrip- 
ture directs us, and our reaſon at once falls in 
therewith, to give this as the only /atisfac- 
tory anſwer, all theſe things hath God's hand 
made. Their exquiſite beauty, uſefulneſs, 
order, and grandeur, declare they could have 
no other author, former, or cauſe, buthim- 
ſelf. = 
Bur I think theſe are not the works of the 
Lord which the text refers to: they are not 
thoſe of creation, but of providence ; and more 
eſpecially his diſpenſations towards the children 
of men, both ina way of mercy and correc- 
tion. The doctrine of providence may be very 
ſtrongly urged from that of creation: nor is it 


enough to acknowledge ſuch a providence as 


upholds and maintains the general frame and 
courſe of nature; but it is alſo requiſite to grant, 
what I think is equally evident, that there is a 


particular direction and diſpoſal of all cauſes and 


events: or as our Saviour hath taught us, that 


there is nothing comes to paſs without our heavenly 
| father +. An every where 13 an every 


where active, deſigning, mind, being once al- 
lowed ; and the beings, the powers, and ope- 
rations of all creatures once acknowledged de- 
pendant upon bim, and under his influence, we 
are led to conceive of all particular events in 
the material world, as the works of the Lord 
and the operations of his hand : fince it is a cer- 

| _ tan 


* Iſaiah Ixvi. 2. + Mat, x. 29. 
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diſregarding alarming Providences. 7 
tain conſequence from that acknowledgment, . 
that all other cauſes are but zn/ruments or means 


under him. He gave thoſe cauſes their force, 


he imparted their qualities, he knows what pro- 
ductions can ariſe from them, they are really the 
effects of his commiſſion, and, properly ſpeak- _ 
ing, are his own works, It is true, ſome of 
thoſe effects carry more evidence of their being 
ſo than others. The diſpenſations which the 
texts ſpeaks of, reſpecting the Jewiſß nation, 
diſplayed much more of the immediate hand and 


linger of God, than moſt in the courſe of pro- 


vidence at thi; day. He being in a ſpecial man- 
ner their king and governor, and giving them 
very particular accounts of what he would do 
both in a way of mercy and judgment before 
he proceeded, and of the ſeveral revolutions in 
their circumſtances; ſo when thoſe events ex- 


actly correſponded to the prediction, they car- 


ried the divine favour or frown in their very 
front; nor could they poſſibly doubt whoſe acts 
and works they were,or aſcribe them to any other 
cauſe, Theſe are the works that the text re- 


fers to, particularly thoſe. of a judicial kind. 


And this directs our thoughts to the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence towards ourſelves, both na- 


tional and perſonal; which though they carry 


not that evidence to our ſenſes of their being the 
finger of God, as thoſe towards the Jeus did, 
yet they proclaim themſelves to be fo to our rea- 


ſen, eſpecially as aided by revelation. Some of the 


diſpenſations in our day carry ſtronger impreffians 
of a divine agency, and appear to us more evi- 
| | dently 


8 The Sin and Shame o, 

dently to be the divine operation, than others: 
but fince we are aſſured hat every good and 
perfect gift cometh down from the father of lights, 
by whatever means conveyed to us; and that 
there is no evil in a city but the Lord hath done 
it, whoever or whatever were the immediate 
cauſes ; ſo it is ſtrictly true, that there is as real 
an efficiency, as actual an exertion of the divine 
will and power in reſpect of events in general, 
as if there was no eſtabliſhment and order in ſe- 
cond cauſes : and though in what we call ex- 
traordinary interpoſitions, the divine influence 
and agencey may be more con picuous to us, yet 
they are not more certainly intereſted in thoſe 


events than in what are more common; nor 


are thoſe extraordinary acts in reality more the 
work of the Lord, than thoſe in which his 
finger is leſs diſcernible. But as men are lulled 
into a dulneſs and ſleepy inadvertency under the 
more even and tated courſe of things, ſo God 
ſometimes orders thoſe diſpenſations both of 
mercy and judgment, which carry in them the 
| ſpecial, evidences of his appointment and opera- 
tion, to awaken the attention and reflection of 
mankind, and to conſtrain them to ſee and ſay, 
5 . there ! is a God that ruleth and judgeth 
in the earth.“ This beings me 


1. o conſider what this charge of not re- 
garding the works of the Lord, and of not con- 
ering the operation of his hands, implies, or of 
what it conſiſts. And it ſeems to include three 


things : viz. the taking no notice of the Tack 
acts. 


diſregarding alarming Providences. 9 

acts—a regardleſſneſs of the hand of God in them 

——and the taking no care to anſwer the end of 

his diſpenſations. £ 

1. Ta1s charge againſt the Jews implies, 

the taking o notice of the divine diſpenſations 
themſelves, The words might be read, they 

behold not the works of the Lord, nor ſee the 

operation of his hand. The diſpenſations refer- 

red to were thoſe of a penal or judicial kind: 

which are moſt apt to ſtrike and arreſt the 

mind. They were actually under ſome, and 

more were impending and hanging over them; 

but they attended to neither: They ſeemed not 

to perceive what was done before their eyes. 

Our own times furniſh us with abundant evi- 

4 dence, that a ſenſual and intemperate life will 

| introduce a ſtrange inſenſibility, and render us 

blind to, and ſtupid under, what is moſt appa- 

rent and alarming : Judgments themſelves, car- 

rying in them conſiderable evil, and preſaging 

more, ate hardly ſo much as noticed, when and 

as long as people can indulge to appetite, and 

ply their diverſions. This takes away the heart 

and mind, engroſſes the attention, ſo that there 

is none left for the works of God, or the diſ- 

penſations of providence. Theſe things are far 

above their ſight. The character of Ephraim as 

a people is too much a perſonal one, Strangers 

have devoured, or they are devouring, his ftrength, 

and be knoweth it not; grey hairs are bere ana 

there upon him, yet he knoweth it not *, The 

obvious meaning of which is this, ** that they 

— were 


EINE 
IS - 
« $2 
It 
1 = 2 
N 


“ Hoſea vii. 9. 


| 
ba 
4 
[ 
- 
{ © 
5 þ 
70 * 
A * 
1 . 
4 : 
« 
. 4 
. 
93 
1 1 
= : 
2A ">| 
1 
£ . 
'; 
3 
* 1 
[43 
3 
#% 
: * 
$3, 
v7 
& 
. 
1 
* 
133 
kh 
„ £858} 
£5 40. 
. 
. 
* # 
1 
* 14 
* 
1 
2 p84 
$421 6 
1 3 
wt | 
1M 
24% 
& ] 
'F 
TY 
4 1 
4 
#6 
* ny 
4 Tt 6 
A 4 
n 
3 
25 4 LP » : 
+38 
1 t 
229 
1 
l 
. 
* Fl 
"4 3 
£ 4 
RS / T 
4 . 
3 
a4 
4 75 
5:4 4 
F: 
S + 
© < 
xt 
> 
N 
1 
E x. 
1 
* y 
1 
FT 
> 
: 
2 
; N 
*; 
775 
21 
* 
3 
8 
S + 
a? 9 
Wen + : 
4 j 
N * 


5 
| 
: 
£ 
i 
1 
i 
i 


e 
—— I 


2 


—— 

* 

r 
2 4 2 r 


10 The Sin and W of 


were under the moſt evident ſymptoms of de- 
cay, of an approaching diſſolution and deſtructi- 
on, as grey hairs ate the ordinary tokens of the 
abatement of natural ſtrength, and that it is 
drawing to a period, yet they underſtood it 
not, they had no more ſenſe of it than if no 
ſuch ſigns were upon them.” How true is this 
of multitudes in our time, when the moſt awa- 
kening diſpenſations are in our own land, carry- 
ing deſolation and deſtruction in their very na- 

ture! How few ſee them ſo as to regard them, 
to be ſeriouſly affected by them, or derive any 
ſuitable impreſſions from them! And ſurely a 
reaſonable creature can never be allowed to ſee 
any thing, immediately reſpecting his intereſt, 
unleſs he attend to it; nor to take notice of what 
is affecting, unleſs he fo far lay it to heart as to 
be affected by it T. | 
- 2, This charge imports, a e of: 
tbe hand of God in thoſe diſpenſations. If they 
took notice of them as facts, or made them the 
ſubje& of their ſpeculation, yet not as the works. 
af Gad, nor did they conſider them as his ding: 
Their eye terminated- in the event; they.look- 
ed no further: They did not, as they ſhould, 
reſolve things into their proper principles; their 
minds never roſe to their original and author, 
which was no other than God himſelf. From 
hence, whatever obſervations they made of them 
were trifling; whatever notice they took of 
them was abſolutely worthleſs, ſince they left 
out what was ROE to be confidered | in the 
events, 

+ Iſaiah xlii. 20. 


diſregarding alarming Providences. 11 
events, which was the divine agency and deſign 
in them, or as the hand of God was concerned 


therein, and difplayed thereby. Alas! How 


much do we reſemble them! When ſickneſs and 
death become epidemical, bow few rife higher 


in their thoughts than infectious air, or un- 


friendly ſeaſons ! Forgetting who appoints, who 
changeth the ſeaſons ; who hoideth our ſouls in 
life; who taketh away our breath, and orders 


death to go through a land. When we feel the 


earth trembling under us, and ready to ſwallow 


us up; our habitations ſhaking and ſinking un- 


der us, the ſides threatning to encloſe us, and 


the arched roof tumbling in to cruſh vs under 
theſe circumſtances, I ſay, if we can but prattle 
'2 little upon ſubterrancous Caverns, upon va- 
- pours, exhalations, fermentations, Sc. we ima» 


gine We are got as far as we need to go, and fit 
down abundantly ſatisfied with our own ſpecu- 
lations: Wbile at the ſame time, that it is God 


who ſhaketh the earth cut of ber place, and maketh 
the pillars thereof to tremble; that it is He wha 


removeth the mountains, and averturneth them in 
his anger, is as great and evident a truth as that 
he doth exiſt l. But, alas! If we can but find 


cout a /ecand cauſe, that ſhall have the honours 


due to the firſt : If we are but able to point to 

fome viſible cauſe (and when may we not do it) 
how generally doth it ſwallow up all ſenſe of 
the inuiſible director and diſpoſer! Not only is 
he excluded our ſchemes, not only are they 
formed without intereſting him in them in any 


WS: degree, 
ws Job ix, 5,6, 
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12 The Sin and Shame of 
degree, but he is not admitted to have any 
ſcheme of his own, of to exerciſe any govern- 


ment, as long as we are able to alledge any im- 
mediate cauſe of an event. Thus would vain 


man affect to be wiſe : And either from the pride 


or terrors of his heart would he confine his views 


to matter and motion, concealing from himſelf 


what his own natural ſentiments ſuggeſt, and 


denying by a diſregard what is many times as 


obvious, always as certain, as the event, that it 
is the operation of the divine hand, and the effect 
of the divine power. 

3. Tris charge againſt the eus implies, the 
taking no care 0 anſwer the end of the divine 
diſpenſations. The text plainly intimates, that 


they came upon a plain and particular errand, 7 
which they might eaſily have underſtood, would 
they but have attended to the dictates of their 


own minds as to the language of providence. 
But they behaved under them as if they had 
been wholly void of deſign, or as if the Jeus 
had been incapable of diſcerning it. Continuing. 
what they were, was the fulleſt proof they re- 
garded not what was done : And perſiſting in 
their proſecution of their pleaſures, was an in- 
diſputable teſtimony they conſidered not the 
operation of the divine hand. Though many 
of the ends which providences may be erdained 


to ſubſerve are, and muſt be, a ſecret to us, from 
the extenfive views of the divine wiſdom, yet 
- thoſe with which we have the neareſt concern 
are evident: What their language to us is, our 


ewn N were they impartially exerciſed and 


og 
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 difregarding alarming Providences. 13 
conſulted, would inform us. It is blaſphemy, 
and the higheſt reflection in thought, to look 
on ſuch events as we have lately ſeen, as the 
ſports of the divine power; or as if they were in- 
tended merely to ſhew us what God could do; 
Juſt to ſurprize, alarm us, to make us ſtare, or 
to furniſh us with matter of ſpeculation, No : 
We are ſure they are the effects of as perfect wiſ- 


dom as power, and come upon a defign moſt 
worthy of him, qwho is wiſe in heart as mighty 


in ſtrength. They carry deſtruction in their 
very aſpect and nature; and if we may judge of 


the reaſons of the divine proceedings from the 


characters given of thoſe cities and people who 


have been ſet forth as the examples of the divine 


juſtice, we are fully aſſured, it was for the 
wickedneſs of thoſe who dwelt therein, and be- 
cauſe the inhabitants thereof were very great ſin- 
ners befare the Lord. What then can be the 
defign of ſuch extraordinary judgments, or even 
the beginnings or tokens of ſuch ſorrows ? But 


to awaken an awe of that great, that mighty, 


that terrible God, who deſigns to make himſelf 
known by the judgments that he executeth up- 
on a land or city, for tbe wickedneſs of thoſe who 
dwell therein: And that thoſe who behold his 
works ſhould hear, and fear, and do no more 
preſumptuouſly, Upon this its end, idm 
muſt have its eye 1n all ſuch manifeſtations of 
power: Whatever notice therefore we take of 
ſuch diſpenſations, whilſt God's deſign is unan- 
ſwered, it leaves us under the brand and guilt of 
2 contemptuous diſregard. This is the * 
| when 


14 The Sin and Shame of 


when we turn not to him that ſmites us; when 


we are not brought to a more ſerious temper, 


from a looſe, vain, and ſenſual mind ; when 
our convictions amount not to the making any 
ſtand, or any ſerious penitent reflection or en- 
quiry, what we have done; or when we go 
frowardly and ſtubbornly on in the way of our 
hearts. However we are ſtruck and tremble at 
events felt or feared, they are not regarded in 


the divine account, till we cry unto God, and 
ſeek him with all our heart; enquiring in ear- 


neft after the Lord our maker, humbling our- 
felves under his mighty hand, ſenſible of our 
deſert of his indignation on the account of tranſ- 
greſſion, - juſtifying him and condemning our- 
ſelves, doing our beſt for the removing the 
grounds of his controverſy with us, by return- 
jag to our allegiance and duty. It is therefore 
a very great deception, | but I fear a common 
one, to imagine that the purpoſes of heaven in 
zs awful diſpenſations are anſwered, merely by 
our applying to God for the removing of his 
hand when it ſmites us; by ſeeking to him for 
the continuance of bleflings which are threatned 
to be removed, and for the abtaining thoſe that 
are wanted, whilſt with-held, All this there 


may be with a very ſenſual mind and a very 
ſtubborn heart: The grounds of the divine re- 
ſentments may be ſtill the ſame, the cry of ini- 


1ity may be ſtill as loud, and we may be as de- 
ſtitute of hope, and as unworthy of help as ever. 
This fallacy, I think, is deſignedly expoſed by 


the Prophet in the caſo of the at of Jjrae!, of 


whom 
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diſregarding alarming Providences. 1 5 
whom it is ſaid, They have not cried unto me 
with their hearts when they howled upon their 
beds : They aſſemble themſelues for corn and wine, 
and they rebel againſt me xv. Theſe words plain» 
ly refer to a time of trouble and diſtreſs, proba- 
bly to an approaching dearth and famine: In 
this circumſtance a general call and ſummons ts if- 
ſued out for a national application to heaven, as 


on a publick faſt : But with what contempt and 
abhorrence 1s it here mentianed ? It is acknow- 


ledged they earneſtly ſought after God: But 
with what mind and diſpoſition? And to what 
end? Was it from a ſorrow and ſhame, from a 


contrition and grief of heart, for their offending | 


God? Was their fins the cauſe of their cries? 
No : it was purely the apprehenſion of their 


ſufferings: it was purely a regard to their plen- 


ty, and the love they had to their corn and 
wine: for the obtaining thefe they aſſembled, 
They were not the more willing to leave their 


fins, but unwilling to loſe their mercies: They 


were not affected with their guilt, nor any 
moie diſpoſed to return to God; they were on- 
ly concerned to be itript of their bleſlings, and 
ſollicitous for their reſtoration. This drew 
from them thoſe loud complaints; and ſince 
they had no proſpect of ſecuring them from any 


other quarter, they put their wiſhes into a devo» 


tional form, not. WM choice, but as a laſt 
ſhift; for under all, wed ne 4 redelhiect 


mind, 


| | | God's 
Foſea vii. 14. 


N romeo, — Ä — =, 
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Gop's end in his viſitations is plainly reveal- 
ed: It is to teſtify againſt our ſins, and to bring 
us to teſtify againſt them too as evil and bitter; 
it is to bring us back to his law, which is no 
other than the dictates of divine wiſdom, and 
the demands of divine ſovereignty. His deſign 
is to purge away iniquity, to mortify the habits 
of fin, to reclaim from the practice of it, and 
by the rectifying of our judgments to turn our 
feet to his teſtimonies. This is the fruit, the 
end, that he propoſes . In times of calamity 


from the alarms of providence we are led by a 


kind of inſtinct to prayer; and to be ſure it is 
a conſiderable end of God's affliftive diſpenſa- 
tions to brings us to it. But then we ſhould 
remember, it is to bring us to Zhat prayer, 
which through the divine promiſe ſhall remove 


the cauſe of ſuch diſpenſations, which is the dif- 


pleaſure of God on the account of tranſgreſſion: 
This no prayer can do but that of the real peni- 
tent, which is © the expreſſion of an awakened 
conſcience, deeply affected with the violation of 
its infinite obligations to God; and a ſenſe of 
his diſhonour ; which evidences and promotes a 
change of the mind, and a turn of the heart 
from ſin to God.” All ſupplications and cries 
falling ſhort of this, fall ſo much ſhort of the 
end of the divine diſpenſations; and in the di- 
vine eſtimate are only the acts of the animal 


howling under the whip ; or the diſguiſe of the 
hypocrite, who covers the diſaffection of the 


| heart 
* Ifaiah xxvii, g. 


Rs: 
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heart and the rebellion of the life, with lying 


lips. This brings me to the 


III. To juſtify the divine reſentments here 


expreſſed againſt thoſe of this character. Where- 


ever they are annexed to any particular behavi- 
our, we are ſure it is intrinſically evil, and moſt 
hazardous to thoſe to whom it belongs, from 
the offenſiveneſs of it to God. That the woe 
annexed to the character in the text is not cauſe- 
leſs, but moſt juſt, will I hope appear upon a 
ſcrious attention to the following things. 

r. Cons1DER, Whoſe hand it is, and whoſe 
works they are, that are diſregarded. They 
are the works of the Lord, they are the opera- 
tion of his hands. Hear him deſcribed in ſacred 
writ, and let the men of reaſon and philoſophy, 
if they can, diſprove. 

« He is the great, the Almighty, the terri- 


ee ble God; the Lord of hoſts, whoſe armies 


© there is no numbering. . Who is great in 
« counſel, mighty in working: Who doth what 


c he pleaſeth in heaven, on earth, in the ſea, 


ce and in all deep places, even in the bowels of 
* the earth and the bottom of the ſea : For in 


his hand are the deep places, or the ſecret 


parts, of the earth, the ſtrength of the hills 
c jg his alſo, He commandeth the ſun and it 


* riſeth not; he ſealeth up the ſtars: He thun- 
* dereth with the voice of his excellency under 


© the whole heaven, and directeth his lighten- 
« 1ngs to the ends of the earth. He turneth 
© the cloud round about by his counſel, that 

; 0 __ 
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« it may do what he commandeth . upon the 
&« face of the earth. He cauſeth the vapours to 
aſcend, and bringeth the wind out of his trea- 
* fury. The mountains quake at him, the 
“pills melt, the earth is burnt at his preſence : : 


«, His fury is poured out like fire, and the 


« rocks are thrown down by him: At his wrath 
<«. the earth trembleth, and the nations are not 
<< able to abide his indignation. This Lord ſit- 
e teth king for ever: The hand of the Lord 
e doth all theſe things.” Now, ſince God by 
his providence proclaims this his name, ſurely 
we ought by onr acknowledgments to declare 
his praiſe : As all nature hath thus a God over 
it; as all the deſolating effects produced by any 
parts or powers thereof, are claimed and chal- 
lenged by him as hrs works, and the execution 
of his pleaſure, they merit and demand our 
conſideration, Do not ſuch a preſence, power, 


agency, and dominion, carry an eternal reaſon 


for our attention ? Is there not a power and au- 
thority accompanying the word and acts of this 
great king to enforce them, and aſſuring us it is 
at our peril to deſpiſe them? Shall the trumpet 
be blown in the city as an alarm and ſummons 
from the Almighty, and we not hear or be 
afraid! Shall the Lion roar in our hearing, and 
threaten us in a terrible manner and /hall we not 
tremble ! Fear ye not Mx, ſaith the. Lord, ill 
ye not tremble at My preſence! Have you ſuch- 
an affection as fear belonging to you, and hath 
it any object for its exerciſe equal with myſelf? 
Is there any thing i in the world to call it _ 
an 
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and juſtify it as a rational and wiſe act? And is 
not every call to it and reaſon for it included in 

my preſence, power, and abſolute dominion ? 
In ſhort : The inconteſtable agency and glori- 
ous greatneſs .of this ſovereign ruler, diſplayed 
and manifeſted in events, beyond meaſure aggra- 
vate our inconſiderate behaviour, fill it with 
guilt, and expoſe us to the demerit of the moſt 
Far and inſolent contempt of the Almighty, 
For 

2. Such a behaviour is abſolutely inexcuſable. 
How ſoon ſoever the impreſſion of ſuch alarms, 
| as we are ſpeaking of, may wear.off, ſure I am, 
they at firſt ſtrike every witneſs thereto with a 
ſenſe of a providence, and of a God concerned 
therein: The events naturally rouze and awa- 
ken the inwrought but overlaid conviction, 
and produce the thought. Who knoweth 
not, who confeſſeth not to themſekves at leaſt, 
that the hand of the Lord hath wrought 
them +. If we have a capacity then to diſcern 
the evidences of a providence, ang are told by 
our cn minds, that what we {ce and feel are 
ſuch, we can never plead any thing that our 
: conſciences will admit to be valid as an excuſe 
for our diſregard, or in bar to a ſelf-condemria- 
tion for it. Whatever darkneſs there may be 
upon any events, or how far ſoever the divine 
deſigns therein may be ſuppoſed to exceed our 
Penetration, the evidence we have that what we 

ſee is the divine hand is a ſufficient demand for i 

our tenſion : And this our minds would natu- a 

| C 2 | rally -{ 


＋ Job xĩi. A 
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rally pay thereto, were they not diverted, and 


their genuine workings ſtifled and ſuppreſſed— 
May I not further appeal to all, whether our 
own reaſon doth not tell us, that it i the di- 
vine will that we ſhould obſerve the operations 
of his hand? Can we ſo much as doubt, if we 
will conſult our own conſciences, whether ſuch 
diſpenſations are intended for our notice ; whether 


they are meſſages to us from the Lord, for our 


warning and inſtruction; or ſpeak not a lan- 


guage which we are capable of underſtanding 


and anfwering? Nothing can more clearly re- 


veal the divine d gn than the declaration of the 
divine exbectation with reſpe&t to Feruſalem : 
when referring them to other nations, who they 


knew were made monuments of juſtice, the Pro- 
phet as in the name of God fubjoins, T /ard, ſurely 


thou, O Jeruſalem, - 4011t fear me; thou wilt receive 
inſtruction +. It is delivered as the moſt natural 


conſequence, and the moſt obvious ſuggeſtion that 


could ariſe in a reaſonable mind, upon ſuchdeſola- 
ting providences: as what natural conſcience 
would have led them to, had it been admitted to 


ſpeak, or had its dictates been followed May! 


not appeal once more: have we any thing of greater 
importance to attend to than ſuch operations of 
the divine hand? we are agreed to judge of the 
moment of things by their relation to ourſelves, 

and the degree of their influence upon our hap- 
pineſs. And doth any thing more immediately 


affect our intereſt than ſuch diſpenſations of pro- 
vidence, wherein oo is * lifting up his 


hand 
+ Zeph, iii, 6, 
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hand; taking hold of vengeance ; giving the 
loudeſt warnings and the moſt formidable ſigns 
and tokens of ruin? Signs they are that explain 
_ themſelves; that require no prophet to reveal 
them; addreſſed to our common underſtanding ; 
ſpeaking to our ſenſes, and diſtinguiſhing enough 
to declare an approaching, an incenſed, God. 
Can we, if we have any modeſty or reaſon left; 
ſay, that our employments and buſineſs, or our 
indulgences and pleaſures, are of greater mo- 
ment? or that we have no leiſure for attending 
to the divine diſpenſations, from the. demands 
that things of greater conſequence have upon 
us? for ſhould we not be aſhamed to reply if 
we were aſked, what thoſe more concerning af- 
fairs were ? what plea, what apology, can we 
make for our diſregard ? 
3-'Ta1s regardleſſneſs of the divine diſpen- 
ſations 1s reſolvable into the worſt cauſes, and 
an evidence of the worſt diſpoſition. In pro- 
portion to the ſenſe we have of God, is our 
ſenſe of his providence: conſequently, when, 
and as we loſe the ſenſe of a providence, that of 
a God is weak and languid: and under that 
'circumſtance, what branch of piety, what ſe- 
curity for the virtues of the ſocial and relative 
life, can be given. Nothing more immediate- 


ly offers itſelf as the reaſon of a diſregard, of the _. 


divine hand, than a diſbelief, or, at leaſt a 
ſtrong defire of diſbelieving a divine provi- 
dence: which is reſolvable into nothing, but a 
ſtupidity or ſottiſhneſs, or an affected madneſs 
and folly. Cie as bad a 9 of mind 


as 


22 De Fin and Shame of _ 


as this beſpeaks, it cannot take place but by 


what heightens the guilt, vis. a perverſeneſs and 


obſtinacy of mind. Such have eyes to ſee the 
hand of God in his operations, but they w2// not 
perceive; they have ears to hear, but they w021/ 
not underſtand; they have underſtandings to 


diſeern and know, but they 40] not acknow- 
ledge : they are ſtudiouſſy deaf, and obſtinately 


blind. Thus the prophet reſolves the caſe, they 


will not behold the majeſty of the Lord, they will 
not attend to his awful greatneſs, though ap- 


pearing moſt illuſtriouſly in the diſpenſations of 
bis providence v. This will ſufficiently account 
for the defeating the divine ends in ſuch appear- 
ances, however obvious they be, or however af- 
; fecting or awakening the means uſed for the 


accompliſhing them may be. And at the ſame 


time repreſents a very forlorn and degenerate 
ſtate of mind; a mind void of every noble 
Principle, of every great and ſublime idea, and 
entirely under the power and direction of pre- 


| judice and paſſion. Since the providences of 


Sod come upon an errand of warning and in- 
ſtruction, to prevent ruin by exciting thought 
and reflection in order to a reformation, and 
are wiſely and abundantly adapted to this end ; 
it is extremely diſingenuous and ungrateful to 
withdraw our attention: ſuch a return to ſuch 
a benevolence, under ſuch demerit too, argues 


a baſeneſs that is invineible by every method 


that mercy could take to ſubdue it. It muſt 
be — in 8 74 that ſtifles the evi- 


dences, 
* Iaiah xxvi. 10. 


diſregarding alarming Providences. 23 
dences, and makes them ſtand for nothing, And 
what other cauſe is aſſignable than a reſolved- 
neſs for ſenſe and fin; a devotedneſs to fancy 
and frolick, to paſſion and appetite ; a conſci- 
ouſneſs they have run ſo deep in arrears of guilt 
that they can expect no favour from their 
| maker, and a determination thereupon to ad- 
mit of nothing that ſhall break in upon their 
ſecurity, or that ſhould be an interruption to 
the proſecution of their pleaſures. Theſe are 
the reaſons, and ſuch as theſe, that God ſpeak- 
etb once, yea twice, and in the loudeſt and 
moſt affecting manner too, but men - perceive 
it not; that his hand is not ſeen where moſt, 
conſpicuous ; ; and that he is excluded from his 
own world, Now, if we may judge of a be- 
haviour from the principles it proceeds from, 
and the diſpoſition it betrays, which I think is. 
a juſt rule of eſtimating it; a regardleſſneſs of 
the divine diſpenſations is a very aggravated 
crime, and merits the conſequences which we are 
bid to expect from the nature of the thing, and. 
the reſentments of God in his word, which is 
no leſs than deſtruction . Becauſe they regard 
not the works of the Lord nor the operations of 
bis hand, he ſhall deſtroy them, and not build 
them up, EE, 
Tury who believe a providence cannot but 

| ſee and confeſs that the voice of the Lord crieth 
loudly to us, by the judicial diſpenſations under 
which we are at preſent, and have been for 
ſome years paſt, though they have been —_ 


" Plalm XXViii, 5. 
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fied, for the more illuſtrious manifeſtation of the 
extent of the divine power, and in order to 
ſtrike /ome paſſion of our minds, as one or ano- 
ther might prevail in our conſtitution. Our 


formidable apprehenſions have been very lately 
excited by two very awful fhocks of the earth, 


whereby from the looſening its foundations, or 


thoſe of our habitations, the hour, the moment, 


ſeemed to be come, when not only our perſons 
and poſſeſſions, but our city, was to be ſwal- 


lawed up, to be wiped away from the face of 
the earth, and the place thereof no more to be 
found, This indeed was, in a manner a new 
thing, 70 us: but have we not hereby felt a 
ſpecimen of a providence that abundantly con- 
firms the truth of thoſe paſt facts, in all their 
awful circumſtances, reſpecting the old world, 
with that of Sodom and Gomorrah, and f the 
power of that anger to which they are aſcribed ? 
and alfo that facilitates our belief of thoſe u- 
tyre events, which the ſame truth hath en- 
gaged for, 10 be accompliſhed by the fame 
power ? who*that knows, as we now do, that 
it can ſhake the very foundations of the earth for 
a prodigious ſpace, in almoſt one and the ſame 
moment, and 'make thoſe parts to tremble, that 
ſeem as immoveable as the great mountains. — 
Who I ſay, that know there is a power equal 
70 this, can queſtion the truth of what we are 
bid to expect, even a deluge of fire, when by the 
force of that one element, cities ſhall be laid in 
ruin and rubbiſh, the mountains and rocks 


ſhall be melted, all the varieties of nature, the 
— works 
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works of art, with the inhabitantsof the earth, (hall 
be blended and ſwallowed up. Great and marvel- 
lous are thy works, Lord God Almighty | 
THe general conſternation that at one and the 
| ſame inſtant ran through the city, is an open 
confeſſion it was a juſt alarm, and merited re- 

gard in ſpite of men themſelves : and what re- 
gard can the man of reaſon ſuggeſt that is any 
way ſuitable to the event, but what is of a e- 
ligious kind? How could any one who deſerves 
that character ſtop ſhort of a power above 
them? evidencing itſelf to be Almighty, by an 
ability of deſtroying his own works, of unhing- 
ing the very frame of nature, of diſſolving and 
breaking down thoſe parts that ſeem to defy 
time itſelf, What ailed thee, O earth, that thou 
trembleſt ! ye buildings, that your foundations 
ſhook ! was it the mere operation of natural 
cauſes? or was it not the Lord who gave the 
word; the diſpoſing intelligence who ordained 
the event, and ſent forth his command ? ſuch 
deſolating ſtrokes of which we have had pre- 
ſages, have ever been attributed to the ziume- 
diate hand of God, and have been acknowledg- 
ed the indications of his diſpleaſure, not only by 
the wiſe and the reaſonable, but allo by the 
moſt degenerate and abandoned wretches, in o- 
ther places and in former times. And if when 
they come to an extremity, or, as the prophet 
expreſſes it, when they come upon a people in 
their perfection, they merit that acknowledg- 
ment, doubtleſs the lighter ſtrokes are imputa- 
ble to 20 other cauſe, and are declarations of the 


Þ | fame 
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me truth. But we, forſooth, are adviſed to 
govern our ſentiments by, and to derive our ſe- 
curity from philoſophy : and we are very offi- 


cioufly directed again and again, by our news 


papers, to means for the hardning the heart and 
ſtupifying the mind, as our beſt preſervative a- 


gainſt the ground of our fears, and a moſt ef- 
fectual charm againft all dangers. If we do 


but underitand the immediate cauſes of events, 
we ſeem to be told they cannot hurt us; and 
that if the cauſes do at preſent exiſt, if they are 
not created on purpofe, the Almighty cannot 
employ or commiſſion them as the executioners 
of his vengeance, Theſe kind, benevolent, 
creatures, in effect adviſe us to diſmiſs our fears, 
and to go on as we begun : they will undertake 
for the conſequences that no evil ſhall befal us, 
from their knowledge of what is in the bowels 
of the earth, and the power and manner of its 
operation. But if we apprehend danger from 
what is in the earth, we are bid to perſuade our- 
ſelves that the cauſe was not in the earth, buZ 
in the air, if we like that better. So that as 
far as I can fee, our fears and dangers too ariſe 
from providence, or from our ſuppoſing a God 
concerned in ſuch events : and if we can but diveſt 
our minds of ſuch an apprehenfion, we are 


fafe enough, and may be very eaſy, A glori- 


ous employment this of learning, if it be ſo cal- 
led, and of time and pains too! how indebted 
is the city and fuburbs to theſe genius's ! * theſe 
enemies to ſuperſtttion ! theſe men of courage, 
whom nothing can diſmay ; and who would 

enable 
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enable others to bid defiance to heaven and 


earth, if we would but regard them. 
TuAaT: any ſhould ſtop and riſe no higher 


than immediate and viſible cauſes in their regard 


and eſtimate of events, is in ſacred language a 
belying the Lord, and ſaying it is not he, nei- 
ther ſhall evil come upon us, Jer. v. 12. Nay, 
whatever ſuch may conceit, it is not for the 


credit of their underſtandings, nor the /eaſt proof 


of their benevolence and [ove to mankind, And 
in this we have the opinion and ſuffrage of the 
great heathen orator, who with reſpect to com- 
munities gives this advice to lawgivers. © Let 
« the very firſt concern be to rivet this ſentiment 
*.1n the minds of the ſubjects, that all things 
<« are the property, and under the goverment of 
« the Gods: and that whatever 1s done and exe- 
e cuted, is managed and done by their wiſdom, by 
« their will and pleaſure Minds, faith he, 

< ſeaſoned with theſe principles bid fair to pro- 
*© mote the common benefit, and are in the 
« poſſeſſion of truth.“ 

Bu r we have found out another goodly 
ſcheme, if we are not milinformed, as our ſe- 
curity againſt a future ſhock ; that | is, a flying 
from providence by changing of place; or at 
leaſt retiring beyond the reach of the mine. But 
alas! what can be propoſed, much leſs promiſ- 
ed, from ſuch an expedient! is it come to 
this at laſt, that the true God, the living God, 
is the God of the hills, and not of the vallies; 


or of the vallies, and not of the hills? Is he li- 


D 2 mited 
* Cic, de Leg. p. 351. Bleau edit. 
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mited and confined as to his preſence, percep- 
tion, or operation? however we may wh, can 
a reaſonable creature ever bring itſelf to believe, 
that it can flee out of his hand? Is this philoſo- + 
phy too, or the effects of it, againſt which the 
common reaſon of mankind loudly reclaims ? 
How wretchedly are thefe fooliſh hearts dark- 
ned! how vain are theſe imaginations! where 
theſe are the ſentiments of a Divine Being, no 
wonder the worſhip only ſuits an idol,—In 
juſt abhorrence of ſuch lenitives and opiates, 
which cannot poſſibly have any influence upon 
events, but to render them moſt certain, and 
more dreadful, let us, my friends, ſeriouſly at- 
tend to the voice of providence, in the tre- 
mendous warning that hath given us, and make 
our moſt ferious reflections upon our own per- 
ſonal miquities and provocations, whereby we 
have contributed to the general ground and rea- 
fon of ſuch diſpenſations. Let our hearts medi- 
tate terror, rather than ſuch a delufive peace. 

Let us ſay, or eſtabliſh our minds in the per- 
ſuaſion, ſince we ſee, that it is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God : that 
it is þ:s wrath that makes the nation tremble ; 
and that it is an evil thing and bitter to depart 
from him, It is in the higheſt degree rational, as 
well as religious, and therefore this day let us 
make this folemn invitation to one another, this 
agreement amongſt ourſelves, © let us now fear 
* the Lord our God, for it is be that doth 

. behold it is he.” | 

ND oh how awful was the voice and the 
lan- 
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language too! It was not that of correction but 
deſtruction; not of reproof but ruin; not like 
mere viſitation but vengeance. The Prophet 
deſcribing an utter extirpation, and ſudden ruin 
of a people, makes uſe of the figure of an earth- 
quake: The foundations of the carth ſhall be ſha- 
ken, it ſhall be utterly broken down, or cleave ; 

= ſeal reel too and fro. Now what is it that 
ſhall thus ſhake what ſeems ſo firmly eſtabliſh- 
ed? Why, it is this, the tranſgreſſin thereof 
ſhall be heavy upon it * This is the load. And 
who that hath eyes or ears is not a witneſs of, 
who that hath any thing of a righteous foul 
but muſt lament, that variety and weight of in- 
ſolent, unrebuked, impiety and licentiouſneſß, 
thoſe ſtudied and laboured provocations of hea- 
ven by horrid oaths and imprecations, which 
good Biſhop T:!otſon fays, are enough, if we 
were guilty of no other fins, to fink the na- 
& tion: and this, as he obſerves, not only 
* among the tribe that wear liveries, but 
« amongſt thoſe who go before them, and 
<« ſhould give better examples. But what is 
the weight of guilt upon this land? To what a 
load doth it amount? When the ſeveral other, 
as prevailing, vices, carrying in their very face, | 
and in the impudence with which they are 
committed and defended, the utmoſt defiance 
of heaven, are taken into the account, What 
can be expected by any thinking perſon, but 
that this talent of lead, as the Prophet ſtiles ſuch 
WISE, ſhould fink 0 our r land as RY and 
irre- 


* Ifaiah xxiv, 19, 20. 
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ircetrievably; as no greater a burden hath done 
others; who, when as flouriſhing, ſecure, and 
gay as ourſelves, have in a few moments diſ- 
appeared, and by thouſands have gone down 
quick, at once, and alive, into the pit? If ever 
God doth viſit, ſhould he not viſit for ſuch 
things as we are chargeable with? If cver he 
proceed to extremity, will it not be for ſuch 
ſins as are amongſt us, and wiich are abun- 
dantly aggravated by their being ours? 

NEVER was the divine unwillingneſs to de- 
ſtroy a people expreſſed more ſtrongly by facts, 
fince thoſe moſt moving words were delivered 
to the Jews, than hath been expreſſed by the 
divine diſpenſations towards us: How ſhall J 
give thee up, Ephraim? How ſball I deliver thee 
up, O Iſrael! How fhall J prevail with myſelf 
to make thee as Admah ! How ſhall ſet thee as 
Zeboim! Cities that I deſtroyed by fire from 
heaven x. Here is a plain declaration of their 
deſert of an utter and irrecoverable overthrow 
from the divine anger, which other cities had 
| experienced : but, after the manner of men, 
there is a repreſentation of a ſtruggle in the di- | 
vine mind, to expreſs God's unwillingneſs to 
deſtroy them, and his readineſs to give the vic- 
tory and triumph to mercy. Was not this the 
very language of providence to us in the circum- 
ſtances attending our late repeated alarms? Since 
they were but threatnings of a very ſudden, ge- 
neral, and overwhelming ruin: but ſuch threat- 
nings, as ſeemed to riſe to the utmoſt Height 

they 


* Hoſea xi, 8. 
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they could do, ſhort of an execution. We 
were very ſenſibly taught thereby, and compel- 

led to acknowledge, the mighty power of God: 
And at the ſame time had an equal demonſtra- 
tion that mercy belongeth unto God, and that 
mercy pleaſeth him. Is not this very circum- 
ſtance an additional demand upon us for the 
moſt grateful and affectionate regard of his 


hand? Would common ingenuity bear the 


abuſe and perverſion of the mercy to a con- 
tempt of the divine power? Things are brought 
to a very deplorable ſtate and criſis indeed, 
when nothing but executions will open our eyes, 
ronze us out of our ſtupidity, and convince ns 
of the preſence, power, providence, and do- 
minion of an holy and. inviſible ruler over us, 
or that we and what we call out, are abſolute- 
ly in his hand. 

L! x any one in their ſenſes ſay, whether che 
hand that manifeſted itſelf ſo far and wrought 
what it did, fo much beyond what we had any 
conception of before, could not have proceeded 
to the utmoſt ſtretch of our fears : or. whether 
he who ſhook the earth under us, could not 
have opened its mouth, and encloſed us in it. 
From heaven hath be made us to hear his voice, 
that he might inſtruct us, both as to the extent 
of his own power, that his eyes are upon all our 
ways, and that our demerit is ruin, by his ſha- 
king terribly the earth, Oh! that our Jeruſa- 
lem might be inſtructed, leaſt if what we have 
known prove ineffectual, he ſhould think his 
own honour and glory couterned to proceed fo 


far 


/ 
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far with us as to render us deſolate, a land not 
inhabited. How ſpeedy may be the deciſion of 
that controverſy which depends on the almigh- 
ty power of God! How dreadful muſt that be 
which is grounded on the daring contempt and 
inſolent impiety of man! If in caſe of difregard 
of the divine judgments, God will, as he hath 
bid us to expect he will, puniſh ſeven times 
more, it is undeniable that fins after ſuch judg- 
ments are ſeven times aggravated, Should he 
proceed with us to our abſolute overthrow in 
the way that we are apprehenfive of at preſent, 
we could not ſay we were /urprized into it. 
No: let every ones conſcience witneſs for God, 
that he told us what was coming, what arrow 
he had taken out of his quiver ; that he warned 
very loudly before he ſtruck, and that it was to 
prevent the fatal blow. Who have we to ac- 
cuſe, if we treat him as one that mocked or 
jeſted with us? 

Ir hath greatly affected my own mind, from 
the knowledge I have of humane nature, and 
the diſcoveries made of another ſtate, to con- 
template the 7nexpreſ/ible ſurprize into eternity 
that the execution had been to multitudes. 
Oh! the horror that would have attended their 
exit, who would have gone down into the pit 
with all their fins reeking about them! taken 
in arms againſt the almighty ! but the minute 
before probably daring their maker, challeng- 
ing his-curſe, and bidding defiance to his ju- 
ſtice, and the next, becoming ſenſibly a vidiim 


to it! As they ſunk, conſigning themſelves to 
ever- 


* : 
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everlaſting perdition ! I wonder not that the ter- 
rible image ſhould haunt them: that the ſin- 
ners in Zion ſhould be at their wits ends; that 
fearfulneſs ſhould ſurprize the hypocrite : It is 
the moſt natural effect of their courſe: and 
where it is not found, it is not from fortitude, 


but ſtupidity. 


I noetl ſpeak to none whom ſuch a repre- 
ſentation would have deſcribed : but to an aſſem- 


bly who truly lament the abominations under 


which the land groans ; who from their regards 
to, have an intereſt in, the great ruler of the 
world; and are employing that intereſt in the 


| beſt manner as interceſſors for thoſe of your 
fellow- creatures, who of all others are the 


greateſt objects of compaſſion, from the dread- 
fal war and controverſy they have commenced 
with the almighty. Permit me with great ear- 
neſtneſs to entreat you, ſeriouſly to lay to heart 
the awful operations of the divine hand you 
have lately been witneſſes too, and cheriſh the 
impreſſions that you have found from them, 


The tremendous facts were wrought that they 


might be remembred: And then are they well 


remembred, when they are improved * as calls to 


enter into the ſecret chamber for humble and 


fervent prayer ; for giving glory to the Lord our 


God by the acknowledgment of our fins and 
deſert of puniſhment ; for the eſtabliſhing our 
faith in the perfections and providence of God 
with our abſolute dependence thereon ; and for 
the inſpiring our zeal in the promoting perſonal, 
family, and, ſo far, a general reformation, to 


the utmoſt of our ability and influence,” This i is 
E the 
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the deſign and language af the moſt alarming 
providences : nothing ſhort of this will teſtity 
the regard that the ſpecimens of the divine ju- 
ſtice, and the zntercefſions of mercy, if I may 
ſo ſpeak, demand from a viſted but ſpared 
people ; nor will any thing. but this preyent the 
overwhelming calamities we are apprehenſive of. 
Ir is true: we can ab/clutcly anſwer for none 


but ourſelves: but as this is within our power, 


under the influences of divine grace, let us each 
regard one, This, when proceeding from a 
principle of conſcience towards God, will not 
only inſpire .a tenderneſs and fidelity for the 
diſcharging the relations of parents and heads 
of families, but will ſingularly inforce inſtruc- 
tion, and reconcile others to proper checks and 
reſtraints. Bat if after all that we can do, the 


rightegus foul ſhould be grieved from day to 
day, with the unrighteous deeds of others, and 


with their contempt and diſregard of the moſt 
high God, let us improve our grief by the 


heightning of our own devotion, the promo - 


ting the greater circumſpection in our conduct, 
and imparting a vigor to, and a conſiſtency be- 
tween, our own prayers, reſolutions, and en- 
deavours. Then, who can tell what God may 


do for the ſake of a remnant! He may, as he 
| hath done, admit them to the honour of- ſtand. 


ing in the gap, at which deſtruction was en- 


tring; and of being ſucceſsful interceſſors for 
the turning away his wrath. And whatever 


the politician or the philoſopher may imagine, 
the Government, nay, the world, ſubſiſts upon 


the account, and for the ſake of che mans | 


few, 


| 


1. 
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few, that are to be found amongſt every deno- 


mination of Chriſtiang—— But if the divine 
honour ſhould require the proceeding to extre- 
mity, to the compleating. the tragedy, yet the 
hope is not altogether groundleſs nor preſump- 
tive, © that the deftroying angel may have a 
« commillion to paſs over our houſes, and 
** that they may be diſtinguiſhed in. what may 
ehe ſtiled a common ruin: we may be hid in 


* the day of the Lord's anger” ——But, how- 


ever that be, the righteous are ſafe: For tho 
they may be involved with others in the man- 
ner of leaving the world, they ſhall be eternal- 
ly diſtinguiſhed from them. 

BEcAvust the ſentence, which we 15 ap- 
prehended to be paſt upon us, is not yet exe- 
cuted, when and in the manner that we fandly 


and fooliſhly determined, let us not as fondly 


conclude that he bitterneſs of death is paſt < 

nor becauſe, through the great mercy and for- 
bearance of heaven, the divine controverſy with 
us is not yet decided by the judgment awarded 
againſt us, let us not inſolently ſay with the 


ſcoffers of old, Where is the promiſe of his com- 


ing? By ſuch a return, the meaſure of our 


iniquity will fill apace, we ſhall provoke God 
to haſten bis work, and our own months will 
declare that nothing but deſtruction is left ay 


a means of our conviction. Depend upon 


it, if when the divine hand 7s lifted up we will 


not ſee it, we ſhall be made to ſee it by what 
we feel: for ſooner or later God will be re- 
garded, and he that rules and mes in the earth 
will overcome. 

SINCE | 
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SINCE the text aſſures us, and our growing 
experience confirms it, that ſuch a devotedneſs 
to pleaſure as at preſent reigns both amongſt high 
and low, is the bane of every thing ſerious 
and manly, introducing the greateſt inſolence as 
to vice, and the greateſt ſtupidity as to warnings, 
till judgments overwhelmthem, let us unanimouſ- 
ly agree to enter our proteſt, and to the utmoſt of 
our power to d:/courage © thoſe ſchools of idleneſs, 
effeminacy, and vice; thoſe poiſoners of the 
mind; thoſe diſſolvents of virtuous reſolutions ; 
thoſe arts for the ſuppreſſing of modeſty, and 
the ſpreading a depravation of manners by the 
ſpoils of unguarded innocence :” to the wretched 
influences of which we may in a good meaſure 
aſcribe our late direful threatnings, if fins are 
the cauſe of judgments. I would hope this maybe 
thought worthy of pubtrck cognizance — and in 
time too; that the drops that have fell may not 
be followed by a ſtorm. But if things muſt go 
on as they have a long time done, to the fur- 
ther encreaſe of our guilt and danger; if coun- 
tenance and a ſanction ſhall ſtill be given to eve- 
ry opened ſluice tending to an inundation of im- 
morality and miſery; by the ſilence of thofe 
vrho may and ſhould exclaim, and by the ſup- 
ports of thoſe who ſhould know better; may 
we who are here preſent be prepared to meet 
an appearing God, and extract a joy from an 

intereſt in him, when the fear of the wicked 
ſhall come upon them: being aſſured of this, 
that how awfully ſoever God may diſplay him- 
{elf to the land in general, it ſhall be well with 
them that fear him, that always fear before him. 
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